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Family Council
Family Perspectives in the Policies of the Education Bureau

Introduction

This paper outlines how family perspectives have been taken into
account in the formulation of education policies under the purview of the
Education Bureau (EDB).

Education Policies

2. The mission of EDB is to provide students with quality school
education, to develop their potential to the full and to prepare them for
challenges in life. We believe that a pro-family approach to education is
conducive to achieving our objective of promoting the whole-person
development of students. Such an approach permeates the provision of
school education, from curriculum design to extra-curricular activities.
There are also measures to promote the involvement of family and parents
in the education of their children and provide support, where appropriate, to
needy families.

Students’ Learning
(I) School Curriculum

3. Family education is provided in school curriculum as well as
related learning experiences outside classrooms. Promotion of knowledge,
skills and values conducive to family education covering the elements of
sex education, drug education, such as roles and responsibilities of family
members, preparation for marriage and maintenance of harmonious family
relationships, etc. are emphasized in the school curriculum as well as the
related learning experiences outside classrooms. For instance, family life
IS an essential curricular theme in the Moral and Civic Education



curriculum framework, with examples of life events relevant to family
education provided for schools’ adoption. [Please refer to Annex 1 for
details.]

4, Apart from MCE, elements of family education are also covered
in various Key Learning Areas (KLA) / subject curricula. Family
education and related values are incorporated in ways that match the
development of students and the nature of knowledge domains. [Please
refer to Annex 2 for details.] Furthermore, “Family Life” will be included
as the core module in the new subject “Life and Society” to be launched for
secondary school students.

(1) Other Learning Experience

5. The learning and teaching of family education is not confined to
mere knowledge acquisition and learning activities at the classroom level.
Schools are also advised and encouraged to organize a wide range of
related learning activities. This may take the form of, for example,
organizing the students to provide community services for different social
groups and organizations. These activities help students better understand
the needs of other family members, the problems faced by families, and
reflect on ways that one should cope with those problems and lead a
healthy family life.

6. Opportunities are also provided to students to constructively use
their leisure time. Examples of learning opportunities provided in schools
conducive to nurturing students’ empathetic appreciation of the needs and
feelings of the people around them include:

(i)  Activities of Uniformed Groups subvented by the Home
Affairs Bureau to enrich students’ learning experiences
through participation in a wide range of training
programmes;

(i)  Community Youth Club Activities under the purview of
EDB to educate students on how to become good citizens
through their interest, concern and participation in
community services; and



(i) the Hong Kong Award for Young People Scheme
Activities under the purview of EDB to cultivate students
with perseverance and the spirit of self-challenge.

(111) Parental Involvement in Student Development

7. To support the healthy growth and development of students and
pave way for them to lead a healthy and enjoyable life, EDB has
encouraged schools to formulate a school-based Healthy School Policy
starting from the 2010/11 school year. Resources kits have also been
developed to promote, among other, parental partnership with schools in
ensuring the physical and psychological well-being of students, and
empowering them with positive values and proactive attitude, thereby
enhancing their resilience and immunization against adversity.

8. EDB advocates a Whole School Approach (WSA) to guidance
and discipline whereby all stakeholders (including parents) should work
together to provide remedial, preventive and developmental programmes
for the healthy development of students. Parent involvement and active
participation is one of the key factors contributing to the successful
implementation of the WSA to guidance. Under the WSA framework,
schools are encouraged to establish systematic support strategies for
parents and provide them with suitable education to promote parent-child
communication and effective school-based guidance and discipline
methods. Preventive and developmental projects, namely the
Understanding Adolescent Project and the Enhanced Smart Teen Project
which are implemented in schools also involve parent participation.
Moreover, to render counseling to students with personal, family,
interpersonal relationship and/or schooling problems, all primary and
secondary schools are provided with student guidance personnel or school
social workers under the subvention of EDB and the Social Welfare
Department respectively.

Q. EDB is also keenly aware that parents play an important role in
rendering services to students with special educational needs (SEN). The
Educational Psychologists of the EDB School-based Educational
Psychology Service would collaborate with school personnel to (i) equip



parents with knowledge and skills on fostering children’s learning at home
through consultation and/or school-based training programmes; (ii) involve
parents in designing and reviewing Individualized Educational Plan for
students with SEN; and (iii) facilitate home-school collaboration with
parental involvement programmes.

Support to Schools
(1) Professional Development & Support for School Personnel

10. To empower school teachers with knowledge and skills to
promote family education in schools, relevant professional development
programmes such as courses on communication skills with parents are
organized. As “Home-school Cooperation” is a sub-topic under one of the
six core areas of school leadership. It is also included in the training course
for Aspiring Principals. “Working with Parents and Community” has
become one of the compulsory modules in the one-year part-time
Certificate Course on Student Guidance and Discipline for Teachers
commissioned by EDB.

11. EDB works collaboratively with other government departments
and non-government organizations (NGOs) to enhance schools’ capacity to
implement family education. Examples of joint support programmes
include (i) the “PATHS to Adulthood” project with CUHK, (ii) the HK
Healthy School Award Scheme with CUHK; and (iii) the structured and
comprehensive sex education courses for teachers commissioned by EDB
to the Family Planning Association of Hong Kong.

12. To facilitate schools to evaluate how well they communicate with
parents and how schools work in partnership with families in facilitating
school and student development, EDB has introduced “Home-school
Cooperation” performance as one of the Performance Indicators in its
School Development and Accountability framework. EDB also provides
tools such as the Stakeholder Survey and the enhanced Assessment
Program for Affective and Social Outcomes to schools to facilitate their
collection and analysis of views from parents and students so as to inform
their on-going School Self-evaluation for continuous improvement.



(1) Promotion of Home-School Co-operation

13. Parent activities and seminars for promoting home-school
cooperation are organized through the platforms of the Parent-Teacher
Associations (PTAs). The PTAs act as a bridge between parents and
teachers to foster communication, understanding and mutual support.
Copies of “Parent-Teacher Associations Handbook” have been distributed
to schools to facilitate the set up of PTAs and their smooth running.

14, Financial support is provided to PTAs for organizing home-school
co-operation activities annually through the application of the
Home-School Co-operation Grants. The funded activities range from
supporting parents in the learning activities of their children in schools to
fostering parenting skills and encouraging parents’ participation in
home-school activities.  More and more PTAs apply for the grants to
organize home-school co-operation activities. [Please refer to Annex 3 for
details.]

15. Other than the above-mentioned grants, the Quality Education
Fund supports projects with home-school elements, such as projects which
enhance home-school cooperation, raise parents’ understanding of the latest
development of school education, enlist parents’ involvement in creating a
home environment that is conducive to language learning, etc.

(M) Parental Involvement in School Operation

16. Parents of the 21% century are no longer just “users” of school
services or volunteers to help schools out. By serving in the incorporated
management committee (IMC), parent managers can participate in
decision-making in the interests of student education, form a vital link
between school managers and other parents, and are able to raise concerns
on matters relating to the education and development of students.
Through serving in the IMC, parent managers will have a Dbetter
understanding of the teaching strategy and values adopted by school.
They will share these with other parents and in turn parents can build an
effective family network within the school and provide better support to
their children.



17, Since parents are one of the key stakeholders of schools, schools
are required to consult / include parents in various aspects of school
operations. For example, schools are strongly advised to form monitoring
committee(s) on trading operations and to include parent representatives in
the committees so that parents can participate in the selection and
monitoring of lunch suppliers, tuck shop or school bus operators, etc.
Schools are requested to consult parents when considering major decisions
affecting them or collecting fees from them. For example, schools are
required to have thorough consultation with parents before joining the
Direct Subsidy Scheme (DSS). Besides, DSS schools should give due
consideration to parents’ views and needs in their proposals to increase
school fees. DSS schools are also required to provide detailed
information to parents on their fee remission/scholarship schemes.

Support to Families
() Family as the basis for assessing needs and giving support

18. To underline the Administration’s policy view that the family is
the basic unit of the community in which mutual help and care should
prevail, various financial support measures have adopted family
income/asset as one of the key eligibility criteria. These include the fee
remission provided to needy families on top of the Pre-primary Education
Voucher, as well as the various student financial assistance schemes
administered by Student Financial Assistance Agency (SFAA) to support
needy families in meeting the educational and related expenses of their
children from pre-primary to post-secondary levels. To cater for their
special needs and circumstances, SFAA adopts more relaxed limits when
conducting the means test for small-size and single-parent families.

19. In addition to the above mentioned assistance schemes, EDB has
implemented the School-based After-school Learning and Support
Programmes to provide schools and NGOs with funding to organise
after-school activities for disadvantaged students so as to improve their
learning effectiveness, broaden their learning experiences outside the
classroom as well as to raise their understanding of the community and
sense of belonging. Starting from the 2010/11 school year, the provision
of the Programme which comprises the School-based Grant and the



Community-based Project Grant has been increased to provide more
opportunities for the disadvantaged students to participate in school-based
as well as community-based after-school activities.

(I1) Services for Parents

20. To further equip parents with knowledge in helping their
children’s personal growth and understanding the educational development,
a website has been established and a radio program jointly organized with
RTHK is conducted weekly. Publications of useful resources are also
produced, for example, the Primary and Secondary School Profiles, PTA
Handbook, Parent Leaflets, Reading Booklets and Smart Cards, etc.
Publicity programmes, sharing of good practices, workshops and seminars
for parents are also conducted with focus on home-school co-operation,
students’ learning and personal growth. [Please refer to Annex 4 for
details.]

21. In one of the training programmes provided to school managers
including parent managers in the 2010/11 school year, there was a session
on "Understanding Youth Culture” which serves to, among other objectives,
enhance participants’ awareness of the behaviour and needs of youth so
that schools could provide appropriate support and guidance to the young,
promote the core values of the family, including love and care among
family members and how to cultivate a positive viewpoint of life.

22, In respect of special education service, a guide for parents on
Integrated Education has been produced to help parents understand better
their roles and the ways to support their SEN children. Moreover, to
equip parents with knowledge and skills in helping their children identified
by schools through the “Early Identification and Intervention of Learning
Difficulties Programme for Primary One Pupils”, EDB organizes a series of
regional and district-based parent workshops on enhancing students’
literacy and numeracy skills every year. Briefings and seminars are also
jointly organized with other government departments and NGOs to support
parents of SEN children.



Advice Sought

23. Members are invited to note how family perspectives have been
taken into consideration when EDB formulates education policies and
implements various education initiatives and services.

Education Bureau
October 2011
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Annex 2

List of Curriculum Coverage/Support for Family Education

KLA/Subject Strand/ Topic/Theme/Learning Element in curriculum guide
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- Changes (e.g. Growing up)
- Relationships (e.g. Knowing our Neighbours)
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KLA/Subject

Strand/ Topic/Theme/Learning Element in curriculum guide

Key Stage 3
- Teenage Life (e.g. Growing up)
- Rights and Responsibilities (e.g. At Home)
- Study, School Life and Work (e.g. Study and Related Pleasure/Problems)

Key Stage 4
- Getting along with Others (e.g. Sharing, Co-operation, Rivalry)
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KLA/Subject

Strand/ Topic/Theme/Learning Element in curriculum guide
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KLA/Subject

Strand/ Topic/Theme/Learning Element in curriculum guide
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Strand/ Topic/Theme/Learning Element in curriculum guide
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Annex 3

Activities Funded by the Home-School Co-operation Grants

School No. of No. of
Year Activities | Applicant Nature of Activities
Funded | Schools/PTA
2001/02 1683 1055 The Home-School Co-operation Grants provides
subsidies for schools / Parent-Teacher Associations
2002/03 1782 1133 to organize activities that aim at enhancing
home-school co-operation such as:
2003/04 2304 1331 (@) nurturing students’ positive values and life style
(e.g. national education, healthy life, caring
2004/05 2425 1352 culture, environmental education, etc.);
(b) promoting parent education (e.g. cognition of
2005/06 2499 1330 emotions, awareness of tragedy from drug
abuse, parenting skills, etc.);
2006/07 2500 1320 (c) assisting parents to support their children in
learning (e.g. understanding of the New
2007/08 2550 1290 Academic Structure for Senior Secondary
Education and the new teaching modes, etc.);
2008/09 2750 1400 (d) training parents to support the learning activities
in schools (e.g. learning to read, life-long
2009/10 | 2850 1420 learning, etc.);
(e) initiating information technology projects to
2010/11 2050 1450 enhance the involvement of parents in students’
learning (e.g. webpage design, electronic media,
etc.); and
(f) organizing joint activities for parents, students
and teachers.
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Annex 4

Activities of Home-School Co-operation (2010 / 2011)

Level Nature of Activities N(.J' .Of Examples of Activities
Activities

The activities are mostly briefings,
Home-School Co-operation 8 seminars, talks, workshops and sharing
sessions conducted by the Committee on
Home-School Co-operation. Some are
Parenting Skills 4 joint activities with the Federations of
Parent-Teacher  Associations, tertiary

School-based

institutes, other government departments /
Home-School Co-operation 14 Bureau and non-government
organizations. The activities aim to:

District-based Parenting Skills 5 (a) introduce educational initiatives and
policies (e.g. ™ f FF it S | 3
2, TRERRE - pEicmp s, T

Learning & Personal Growth 5 - ERREAERE,, AP ERRAE
A | etc.)
Educational Issues 6 (b) promote home-school co-operation

(.0 "pdek e I PEE,, TRK
Bir—— o g B, T Rap e
Home-School Cooperation 12 HE R ERS )T RS
A ATREE | etc.)

Territory-wide ©

. . . : F o
Parenting Skills 20 disseminate parenting skills (e.g. T

MIZFEEBE ), T ENREE G G
B, TR M IR T R
oy, TAIRTZS ~pIRR2,, T2m
Learning & Personal Growth 25 SEEN - EwE2 %J etc.)

(d) equip parents with knowledge and

skills in helping students’ learning
(g "HIEHE ,, A ATHR ),
T Gl - SAFRER ), T4k
PRAEE 2 5 4Rd ), THRAFP 203"
B~ RaEH Y etc.)

Total 99 (e) cultivate students’ positive attitudes
(€0 " WEc YL B F Lok ),
T = &3dd k5, et R el
BT, THEARA L TEEKTR AL
T8 | ~@EEAZ F@Jggﬁ»;ﬁ'; 7
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