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Family Education in Schools

Purpose

This paper reports to Members the current position on the promotion
of family education in schools.

Background

2. The Education Bureau (EDB) is committed to the whole-person
development of students in Hong Kong. Promotion of knowledge, skills and
values conducive to family education covering the elements of sex education,
drug education, such as roles and responsibilities of family members,
preparation for marriage and maintenance of harmonious family relationships
etc are emphasized in the school curriculum as well as the related learning
experiences outside classroom.

Promotion of Family Education under the School Curriculum

3. Family education is provided in both Moral and Civic Education
(MCE), as well as Key Learning Areas (KLA) / subjects in the school
curriculum at all stages of schooling. MCE is one of the 4 key tasks in the
curriculum reform introduced since 2001. Schools are required to allocate
curriculum time, in the range of 8% to 19%, to provide learning opportunities
conducive to whole-person development of their students (including family
education) in the basic education stages, i.e. Key Stage 1 (Primary 1-3), Key
Stage 2 (Primary 4-6), Key Stage 3 (Secondary 1-3). Under the New Senior
Secondary (NSS) curriculum, which will be implemented from 2009 onwards,
schools are required to allocate 5% of their curriculum time to similar learning
opportunities for students at Key Stage 4 (Secondary 4-6).

4. As schools have different traditions in the design of the school
curriculum, MCE is implemented in a variety of forms, such as form teachers’
periods, assemblies, religious and ethics lessons, MCE lessons, life education
lessons, life-skill courses etc. To help schools understand the intertwining



nature of knowledge, skills and values, the MCE curriculum framework using
a life event approach with family life as a core domain is provided for schools’
curriculum planning.

5. Family life is an essential curricular theme in MCE. In the newly
revised MCE curriculum framework promulgated in April 2008, the emphasis
on family education is further strengthened by the inclusion of “Care for
Others” as additional core value alongside with the other core values,
including “Responsibility” and “Commitment”. Specific learning
expectations relevant to family education are spelt out for schools’ reference
and adoption, such as “Willing to share with Siblings” at KS1, “Share
household chores, ready to take responsibilities as a family member” at KS2,
“Be rational and sincere when discussing issues or expressing opinions to
parents” at KS3 and “Bravely take up the responsibility to soothe or solve the
family adversities” at KS4. Examples of life events relevant to family
education are also provided in the MCE curriculum framework for schools’
adoption. [Please refer to appendix 1 (Chinese version only) for details.]

6. Apart from MCE, elements of family education are also covered in
the KLAs / subject curricula. Family education is designed in ways that
match the development of students and the nature of knowledge domains.
The related values are incorporated into relevant KLAs / subjects designed for
various key stages of learning. It is provided in the subject General Studies,
Chinese Language Education, and English Language Education KLAs at the
primary level; Personal, Social and Humanities Education, Chinese Language
Education, English Language Education, Technology Education, and Science
Education KLAs, etc at the secondary level. In 2009, family values are also
provided in the NSS core subject of Liberal Studies. [Please refer to
appendix 2 (Chinese version only) for details.] Effort is also made to
incorporate the use of family values as a means to analyze social issues, make
personal judgment and decision in public assessment.

Promotion of Family Education via Other Learning Experiences

7. The teaching and learning of family education does not stop short at
knowledge acquisition and learning activities at classroom level. Schools are
also advised and encouraged to organize a wide range of related learning
activities to develop the skills and values of family education that would
complement curriculum learning in the classroom. This may take the form
of, for example, organizing the students to provide community service for
different social groups and organizations. These activities not only reinforce



students’ classroom learning but also help them better understand the needs of
other family members, the problems faced by families, and reflect on ways
that one should cope with those problems and lead a healthy family life. Itis
hoped that these skills and values would be applied to their family life when
they become adults.

Support for Schools

8. To support schools in implementing family education, EDB produces
and updates learning and teaching resources relevant to family education.
For example, a special web entitled “Caring Starts from the Family” (32 % i

g o K_F = F 4>) was launched in April 2008. An annual school
programme entitled “My Pledge To Act -- A Healthy Lifestyle starts with A
Harmonious Family” (3% th {7 & K 3% —— @& B 4 & K v 7= 4)
was set for the theme for the 2007/08 school year to encourage schools to have
systematic and sustainable planning for promoting positive values including
family values.

Q. Professional development seminars and training programmes are
continuously organized every year to help empower school principals and
teachers with the knowledge and skills to promote family education in schools.
External experts like family educators, sex educators, social workers etc were
often invited to provide training programmes for school principals and
teachers. In preparing aspiring principals to take up principalship, training
on the modes of home-school co-operation to enhance parental involvement in
school education has also been provided. Some tertiary institutions also run
courses on Home-School partnership as a means to encourage healthy
parent-children relationship through appropriate activities involving
home-school co-operation, like parental attitude and support to student
learning.

Partnership with Community Organizations

10. EDB also works collaboratively with other government /
non-government organizations (NGOs) such as the Department of Health
(DH), Social Welfare Department (SWD), Family Planning Association of
Hong Kong (FPA) etc to enhance overall capacity of the schools to implement
family education, and to complement the effort of each other. EDB will also
provide professional support and advice to these NGOs to enhance the
effectiveness of their services to schools on those curriculum areas relating to
family education. Examples of support programmes offered by NGOs and



EDB to schools include: -

(i) the “PATHS to Adulthood” project initiated by CUHK, funded by the
Hong Kong Jockey Club and supported by SWD and EDB. The
project aims at enhancing the life skills and positive values’
development in junior secondary students. It is a very well received
project;

(i) the HK Healthy School Award Scheme by the Centre of Health
Education Health Promotion, Faculty of Medicine of the CUHK.
Under the scheme, a series of themes, including those on family
education are set for schools to organize school based health
education programmes; and

(iii) structured and comprehensive sex education courses for MCE
teachers commissioned by EDB to the Family Planning Association
of Hong Kong.

Support for Parents

11. Every year, parent activities and seminars are encouraged and
organized through the platforms of the Parent-Teacher Associations (PTAS),
Federations of PTAs and Committee on Home-School Cooperation (CHSC) to
promote home-school cooperation. The objective is to help parents to
understand the educational needs of students and their roles in students’
learning through home-school cooperation. EDB will continue to provide
support in this aspect. Details of the progress of work of the CHSC have
already been presented to the Family Council at its second meeting in March
2008 (Paper FC 9/2008).

12. With the launch of the Third Information Technology in Education
Strategy later this year, $5 million has been set aside to raise parents’
information literacy and assist them in guiding children to use IT for learning
at home. This project aims at providing parents with the knowledge of the
risk their children are exposed to when they learn without appropriate parental
guidance through the Internet at home. It is hoped that a safe e-learning
environment can be created for the students at home, which is conducive for
the students' healthy development. Other government departments/bureaux,
the Hong Kong Education City and NGOs will cooperate with EDB and liaise
on the publicity arrangement. The plan is expected to be finalized in early
2000.



Evaluation and Monitoring

13. EDB conducts regular review to monitor and evaluate implementation
of the curriculum reform in basic education, including the promotion of MCE,
in schools. The findings reveal that the reform has strengthened the
cultivation of students’ positive values and attitudes, their commitment to
family in particular.

14. As schools have different traditions and practices in the
implementation of MCE, an auditing tool is being developed to help ensure
comprehensive coverage of the essential elements, i.e. skills, values and
knowledge are provided by schools to their students. This auditing tool is
expected to be distributed to schools in early 2009.

15. Cultivation of values and attitudes in students could be reflected and
evaluated through the Assessment Program for Affective and Social Outcomes
(APASO)'. Together with school self-evaluation, schools could identify the
values and generic competencies of their students to provide feedback for their
planning and implementation of MCE. EDB conducts focus inspections to
monitor the effectiveness of MCE in schools and advices for improvement are
provided.

Way Forward

16. Looking ahead, EDB will continue to promote family education
through the school curriculum and other learning experiences. EDB will also
keep abreast of the social development and provide schools with appropriate
learning and teaching resources. Professional development for school
principals and teachers will emphasize more on comprehensive coverage of
essential elements for family education and role of curriculum leaders in the
provision of a holistic curriculum to promote whole-person development of
students. EDB will also continue to foster stronger partnership with
community organizations, universities etc to provide support programmes for
the school principals, teachers, students and parents.

1 APASO is a computerized tool developed by the EDB for schools to evaluate the affective and social
outcomes of their students, including MCE-related attributes such as self-concept, interpersonal relationships,
values, etc.  Details about the tool can be found on the website at http://apaso.edb.gov.hk/chi/default.htm.
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17. EDB will continue to support and monitor the implementation of the
curriculum at school level. The APASO will also be enhanced to support
schools’ regular review for improvement in programmes and services for
student development.

Advice Sought

18. Members are invited to note the content of this paper.

Education Bureau
December 2008
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* Kindness

e Love

« Sense of belonging
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» With a desire to learn
 With respect for others
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